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This newsletter provides an overview of the concepts your child will be working on this trimester. 
It also offers ideas to support your child’s learning at home.  Please feel free to contact your 
child’s teacher with any questions.   

 
Reading  
At school, students will… 

● retell the text using details and examples 
● draw conclusions from the text 
● describe a character, setting, or event in a 

story, using specific details from the text 
● determine the main idea or theme of a text 
● read smoothly with accuracy and expression 
● read at or above level Q by the end of 

trimester one (see sample on next page) 

At home, you can… 
● be sure your child is reading books that are 

appropriate for their level of development 
● set aside quiet time for your child to read daily 
● ask your child to describe characters, settings, 

or events 
● ask questions to encourage deeper 

explanations (see next page for examples) 

Writing  
At school, students will… 

● write narrative stories that include 
characters, a logical sequence of events, 
and a conclusion 

● use dialogue and description 
● consider the purpose and audience 

when developing and organizing their 
writing 

● plan, revise, and edit their writing with 
            support from peers and adults (see 
            writing example on page 3) 

● achieve a keyboarding goal of 20-25 
words per minute by the end of the year 

At home, you can… 
● encourage your child to keep a personal journal or 

diary 
● involve your child in authentic writing experiences, 

such as writing letters to friends or family 
members 

● have your child read aloud what he/she wrote 
● check for accurate spelling of common words 
● set aside time for keyboarding practice 
● website support:  www.typingclub.com; 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/flash/stage1.s
html 

Math 
At school, students will… 

● make sense of problems 
● work with effort to solve them 
● use various models to demonstrate learning  
● understand whole number place value to 

millions 
● use estimation to solve problems 
● perform multi-digit addition, subtraction, and 

multiplication arithmetic 
● solve problems involving measurement 

At home, you can… 
● encourage your child to keep trying when 

solving a math problem 
● monitor your child’s math homework 
● practice basic math facts (addition, 

subtraction, multiplication) 
● keep the parent math letter handy for 

reference 
● website support:  www.mathfactspro.com; 

www.coolmath4kids.com;  

http://www.typingclub.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/flash/stage1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/flash/stage1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/flash/stage1.shtml
http://www.mathfactspro.com/
http://www.coolmath4kids.com/


 
*General Conversation Starters for Reading: 
 
Why do you think the author wrote this book? 
What do you think would happen if… 
What do you think will happen next?  Why do you think this? 
 

 
Sample of Level Q  text: 

 

 



Fourth-grade Narrative Writing Sample: 
 

The Scary Walk to School 
 

“Goodbye, Mom!” Sara and I said as we walked out of the kitchen door. We held 

hands, swinging and skipping. I could feel Mom’s eyes watching me as I walked out the 

door. “Don’t worry, Mom. We’ll be fine.” I said. She smiled, but I could tell she was a 

little nervous for us to be walking by ourselves. 

Sara and I walked down the pathway to the sidewalk. “Are you excited for your 

first day of school, Sara?” I asked. She smiled and said yes. 

I held Sara’s hand very tight. “I’ll show you the way,” I said. I was proud to be 

walking my sister by myself. 

We walked down the sidewalk. We passed big trees and a garden. Just then, I 

heard a growl and saw a dog walking down the street. I didn’t see its owner anywhere. 

It was big and fierce looking, with long, sharp teeth. “GRRRR!!!” it growled. 

I didn’t want Sara to get scared. Sara grabbed my hand tighter. My hand started 

to get sweaty. “I’m scared, Julie” she cried. 

“GRRRR!!!” The dog stepped closer. It was as big as a pony with red eyes and 

huge teeth. 

“Be brave, be brave,” I said to myself. I grabbed Sara’s hand and shouted: 

“RUN!” 

We took off down the road as fast as we could. We could hear the dog behind us. 

We ran faster and faster. I thought we would never get to school. After a while, we saw 

the red doors of the school. We were almost there.  

“Come on,” I said, dragging Sara along. We reached the steps of the school and 

saw that Mrs. Crowley was holding the door open for us. We jumped into the doorway 

and almost fell to the ground. I felt like I couldn’t breathe. 

“We made it!” I said to Sara. Inside, I felt proud. We were safe. I gave Sara a 

high-five and we both smiled. 


